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Choir Course Syllabus 2020-2021 
 

Welcome to the Marshall Statesmen Choir Department.  My goal is for every student to experience a positive 

learning culture in my classroom, where they are free to make mistakes and to learn and grow as a 

musician in a safe place.  I encourage students and parents to contact me at any point during the year 

should you have questions or concerns.  E-mail is usually the easiest way to reach me, as I am not usually 

near the phone during the school day.  However, you are welcome to leave a voicemail message and I will 

return your calls as soon as possible. I greatly look forward to an exciting year of making music! Here is 

some important information regarding this course that will help you to be successful this school year. 

 
Instructor Information 

Kelli Pierson 
Office Phone: 703-714-5452 
Email: kmpierson@fcps.edu 

Room: 312 
Office Hours: by appointment, during learn or after school 
 

I. Course Descriptions  
 

Vocal Clarity [Treble Chorus] 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
The “choir for all treble voices,” Treble Choir is a beginning-level choir of voices, however singers of all 
grades and experience are welcome. Emphasis is on correct vocal performance techniques. Repertoire 
includes choral literature from all music periods and styles, vocal techniques, and sight-singing. This 
course requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
 

Encore [Basso Chorus] 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
The “choir for all low voices,” Basso Choir is a beginning-level choir of voices, however singers of all grades 
and experience are welcome. Emphasis is on correct vocal performance techniques. Repertoire includes 
choral literature from all music periods and styles, vocal techniques, and sight-singing. This course 
requires a student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
 

Marshall Harmony [Intermediate Mixed Choir] 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
This auditioned group offers intermediate choral experiences specifically for all voices. Students develop 
both musicianship and proficiency in ensemble performance. Course content includes a study of choral 
literature from all music periods and styles, vocal techniques, and sight-singing. This course requires a 
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
 
Camerata [Adv Treble Chorus] 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
This auditioned group offers advanced choral experiences specifically for treble voices. Students develop 
both musicianship and proficiency in ensemble performance. Course content includes a study of choral 
literature from all music periods and styles, vocal techniques, and sight-singing. This course requires a 
student materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 
 
The Statesmen Singers [Vocal Ensemble] 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 The Statesmen Singers is an auditioned a cappella advanced mixed choral group in 
which emphasis is placed on the development of musicianship and proficiency in ensemble performance. 
Course content includes a study of choral literature, vocal techniques, and sight-singing. Repertoire can 

mailto:kmpierson@fcps.edu


include popular and sacred songs in multiple languages. Statesmen Singers have a heavy schedule of 
extracurricular performances during the December holiday season. This course requires a student 
materials fee as listed in FCPS Notice 5922. 

 
FCPS Co-curricular Requirement: 
Many courses include participation requirements outside of class. In order to 
receive credit for the course, students must be enrolled in the course and meet 
both the school-day and after-school requirements. These requirements may 
change due to the nature of this school year’s virtual start. 

 
II. Course Overview 

Students will learn and refine the following skills: proper posture, and position, 
supportive breath, sight singing, vocal technique, tone and intonation, musical 
balance as a group, and the performance of selected music. All students will 
rehearse and perform as a group in concert venues when it is safe to do so.  

It is the goal of the director to perform a breadth of repertoire from different 
time periods, of different languages, religions, and text throughout the school 
year. While we may not cover all in one concert cycle, the goal is to have a 
variety span across the year.  
 
Course Descriptions can be found on Marshall’s Website. 

 
III. Materials 

Students are to be ready for all rehearsals with a water bottle, assigned music 

or workbook materials, A440 tuning fork (provided), pencil and agenda. When 

in the classroom, students will be assigned a Music Dept. choir folder that they 

must be responsible for during class. If a student misplaces or damages music 

or folders, they are responsible for purchasing a replacement. Students may 

also be assigned a choir uniform that is to be worn for Winter and Assessment 

performances. 

 

IV. Digital Access 

Students are expected to abide by all guidelines as described in SR&R and FCPS 

Acceptable Use Policy agreements.  Students who violate any provision of these 

policies may be prohibited from using computers at any time and may face 

disciplinary consequences.  

During synchronous class time (virtual or face to face) cell phones are 

always silent and away unless otherwise directed by the teacher. 

Schoology is the primary learning management system (LMS) for Marshall High 

School this year. Schoology can be accessed at the top of the Marshall High 

School webpage. Students should bookmark this page as they will be using it 

multiple times per day.  

Students having technological issues with their laptop or mi-fi should make a 

report to the FCPS IT Help Desk by going to this link and filling out and 

submitting the form. Link: https://tinyurl.com/yx9nz2ws 

https://www.boarddocs.com/vsba/fairfax/Board.nsf/files/96FHL348DD7D/$file/R3207.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjUuMjYwNzg1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rpbnl1cmwuY29tL3l4OW56MndzP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.r3IxdvXboVX2kVJ62SiItAmQf09ho5LFy7sYbai3alk/s/564918841/br/82764680065-l


 

 
V. Evaluation and Grading Procedures 

In our Professional Learning Community, our focus is on learning.  At Marshall 

High School (GCM), a student’s grade is based on achievement: what they know 

and are able to do.  Assignments must be completed in order to accurately assess 

what a student knows and is able to do so that appropriate feedback can be given 

to every student. The practice of assigning the grade of 0 is not applicable when 

used with a 100-point scale. A student who does not turn in an assignment will 

receive an initial grade equivalent to a 50%. However, the student is still expected 

to make-up that assignment. 

Rolling Gradebook 

A rolling gradebook is a cumulative record of a student’s academic progress.. A 

student’s final grade is determined by a combination of all assignments and 

assessments throughout the year (which may be weighted by type of task i.e. 

homework, assessments etc.), regardless of the quarter the work was completed. 

This is NOT an average of quarter marks. The grade posted at the end of each 

traditional quarter is a snapshot of a student’s current progress in the course.   

Formative Assessments 30% – are based on the student preparation and 
participation in class. Students must come to rehearsal prepared with all 
necessary materials. Students must participate in all aspects of the rehearsal 
per Mrs. Pierson’s instructions. Students must be in their seats with all 
classroom materials by the time the bell rings. Any classwork or practice 
activity may be placed in this category.  
 
Summative Assessments 70% -- This grade could contain sight singing tests, 
part tests, virtual choir performance recordings or written quizzes. Individual 
Performance Assessments will be required. Since this is a performance based 
class, video is preferred. Students who wish to re-take a test may do so by 
scheduling an appointment during LEARN or after-school.  

 
Assignments will be graded and grades will be posted within 7 school days after 
the due date with the understanding that major projects may require additional 
time to ensure quality feedback. 

 
 

Deadlines and Make-up work  
It is expected that students will make up work following any absence and 

teachers will help the student identify missed work. The majority of make-up 

work will be found in Schoology. If there is any question about make-up work, 

the student should contact the individual teacher. Completion of make-up work 

is encouraged so that students will be prepared for future instruction. 

 



Late Work- Any assignment that is turned in late can be submitted before the 
end of the quarter. The highest grade for late work that student can receive is 
an 80%. The lowest possible grade a student can receive is 50%.  

 

VI. Remediation and Retake Policy 

Students will have an opportunity to retake assessments after participating in 

remediation.  Students will need to plan remediation time with teachers to 

ensure they are keeping up with regularly scheduled homework and are able to 

remediate assessment.  Remediation and reassessment may occur during 

teacher office hours (Mondays and/or the second half of 4th period) when 

scheduled ahead of time. 

 

Retakes- Any quiz or test can be retaken within 2 weeks of the original date. 
The highest grade a student can receive is an 80%. All re-takes must be 
completed prior to one week before the quarter ends. 

 
 
Intervention- If a student is having a hard time succeeding in class, Learn is 
the dedicated time each week for a student to receive help from their teacher. 
Please come see Mrs. Pierson during Learn to receive individual help or set up a 
time after school. Learn is closed on Fridays due to department meetings. 
 
Make up work- If a student misses school, it is their responsibility to see what 
they missed. Since it is impossible to re-create the rehearsal they missed, it is 
strongly encouraged that the student meets with a peer to make sure they have 
all score markings. The student is also encouraged to use online practice tracks 
and recordings to practice on their own so that when they return, they are right 
on track with the rest of the class.  
 

 
 

Please see attached Policies, Procedures and Expectations for further 

details. 
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VII. Course Expectations 

Virtual 

- Students will MUTE mics upon entering the room unless otherwise told.  

- Students are HIGHLY encouraged to turn their videos on. 

- Students should use the chat appropriately when asked. 

- Students should participate fully in the choral rehearsal the way they would in 

school.  

- Students should discuss with family members when they need to make a 

recording and need a quiet space. 

- Students should discuss with Mrs. Pierson if they are having trouble singing at 

home during class-time. 

Mrs. Pierson’s Be-Attitudes: 
1. Be prepared- Prepare your music. Whether it’s for a rehearsal or 

performance, know your stuff! 
 

2. Be respectful- to others, to yourself, to the classroom, and during 
performances and rehearsals. Grades will reflect rehearsal technique and 
class performance. 

 
3. Be responsible- Know your music and hold your own. Don’t rely on others to 

be the musician for you. Always bring your OWN music to class, and keep 
track of it! Since music is school property, if a student misplaces or ruins a 
piece of music or music folder, they must go to www.jwpepper.com and 
purchase a replacement. 

 
4. Be kind- We are a family in this classroom. Smile and be a friend to 

everyone.   
 

5. Be on time- Nothing is more frustrating than a fellow choir member showing 
up late to class or a performance. Respect your choir’s time and your 
director’s time. 

 
6. Be present- Leave your phone, iPod, computer, or any other electronic device 

in your backpack unless told otherwise. Mrs. Pierson has the right to take 
away any item that is being a disruption to class. 

 
7. Be creative- Allow yourself to think be uncomfortable and think creatively. 

Put yourself into the story of the music that you’re performing. 

 
8. Be artistic- Allow yourself to sing and move expressively. 

 
9. Be accepting- of people who are different than yourself. There will be no 

Judgment, Arrogance, Hubris, Ego or Entitlement in this classroom. 
 

10. Be a team player- Do what’s best for the choir, not just yourself. We’re in 
this together, so let’s put our egos aside and put the team and the music 

http://www.jwpepper.com/


first. Anyone that is not FOR the music and FOR their fellow choir members 
will negatively affect our sound and culture. 

 
Any repeat offenders for being disruptive, disrespectful, unprepared for class or tardy 
to class may be assigned detention. 
 
Please see attached Policies, Procedures and Expectations for more information. 
 
 

VIII. TARDY AND ATTENDANCE  

At GCM, students are fully responsible for completing any missed assignments when 

they are absent from class (as defined by SR&R Reg. 2601.23). Students who have been 

absent are expected to check Schoology for missed assignments and contact their 

teacher. In addition, any school official may request a conference or administer other 

interventions not directly related to a student’s grade to address excessive absences or 

tardies, excused or unexcused. 

 

Daily attendance in all classes is imperative for academic success throughout each 

school year.  Being prepared for class includes completing any necessary assignments, 

being in class before the advertised start time and participating actively in learning 

each day.  Each day of an excused absence affords one school day of make-up work 

opportunity.  

Each unexcused tardy and unexcused absence means missed instruction, loss of work 

time, and ultimately leads to lower grades.  These will lead to parent communication 

and administrator intervention.  

Mondays 

All students are required to check in with their 4th period teacher between 8:10 

am and 8:30 am for attendance and announcements. In the rare event a 

student cannot check in by 8:30 am, they will be afforded an opportunity to fill 

in a Google Form by 10:00 am that will present their plan for completing work 

for that day. Failure to check in with the teacher or fill in the Google Form will 

result in an unexcused absence for the day.  

4th Period 

4th Period is an 80-minute learning seminar in which the first half will be used 

for school-wide lessons and various activities to help students make 

connections and build relationships. The second half will be used for teacher 

office hours. Students can access office hours through their Blackboard 

Collaborate Ultra button within each course in Schoology. This period is 

required, and attendance will be taken.  

 

 



IX. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

At George C. Marshall High School, we believe it is everyone’s right, privilege, and 

responsibility to contribute to, and work in, an environment of trust and integrity. 

 

We believe that each of us must be honest:  in the work we produce and in how we 

represent ourselves.  Honesty is the foundation of good academic work.  Students will 

complete assignments individually or follow teacher guidelines for partner work. 

Students will not give or seek out unauthorized assistance, cheat or copy. We will 

properly acknowledge the ideas of others. 

 

When a student is caught cheating, the teacher will inform the parent and 

administrator, and an appropriate consequence will be administered. 

 

X. TEACHER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Kelli Pierson   kmpierson@fcps.edu   703-714-5452 

Office hours: 1st and 2nd period, Advisory second half 

Dear Parents/Guardians,   

Please take a few minutes to read and discuss this syllabus with your child.  After 

reviewing it, please sign below and have your child return this sheet to his/her 

teacher.    

To help your child be successful this school year, work with your child and be aware 

of assignments he/she is working on in class.  Check Schoology and be in contact 

with your child’s teacher on a regular basis.  Encourage him/her to seek academic 

help when necessary, especially before large assessments or assignments are due.  

Thank you for your support and please call or e-mail if I can assist you in any way to 

make Choir a positive experience for your child this school year.   I look forward to 

meeting you at our Virtual Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 16th at 

7:00 PM.  

Sincerely, 

Kelli Pierson 

Parent/Guardian Signature LINK  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUnnXsSeONiAs9p4N-dnPZiLkyZUBIpqGLWOwm2eef4_E8MA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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                    2020-2021 George C. Marshall Choir Fees 

FCPS and the George C. Marshall Choir will not charge students a fee for any mandatory aspect of the George C. 
Marshall Choir program except for course material fees of which are permitted by the Virginia Department of 
Education regulations. Schools cannot require a student to pay fees for course materials in excess of the amount 
approved by the FCPS School Board in Notice 5922. 
 
The following is a description of the George C. Marshall High School Choir course material fees and FCPS-sponsored 
optional activity fees for participation in the music program for the upcoming season. 

FCPS Required Fees Amount Who pays this fee? This pays for… 

1st semester  

Course Materials 

Due September 30th  

$35 EVERYONE 

This fee covers consumable items/expenses for 
the choir/ensembles throughout the 1st 
semester. Some examples of these items include 
tuning forks for home practice, access to Choral 
Tracks practice tracks, Virtual Choir Performance 
costs, accompaniment, clinicians etc.  

 

Concert Uniforms: If we have approval to have live performances later this year, we may ask for a 2nd semester 

course fee to cover uniform rental maintenance. In the event that we can have performances and it makes sense 

to wear traditional choral uniforms, students will be required to provide items such as concert shoes and pearl 

necklaces (Statesmen/Camerata women only).  

Individual Performance Events: There are opportunities throughout the school year for individual students to 

choose to audition and/or participate in other choirs.  Examples include the FCPS County Virtual Choir, All-District or 

All-State Choir VA Senior Honors Choir. These auditions will be held virtually this year with more information to 

come regarding in person events if selected. Audition or participation fees are often assessed for these 

opportunities by the sponsoring organization.  The George C. Marshall Choir does not establish such fees, but the 

George C. Marshall Choir often assists in the collection of these fees from individuals who elect to participate and 

the submission of one group payment to the respective sponsoring organization.  These fees are communicated at 

the time other information about these opportunities is communicated. 

  Credit- PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT 

o Visit www.myschoolbucks.com To pay your fee online- If You need to create an account, do 
so using your students ID number, join Marshall High School, and click on Choral Fee.  

Check or Cash 
o If you need to pay by check or cash, please email Mrs. Pierson at kmpierson@fcps.edu to 

find out how to submit this type of payment. 
Refunds: Typically fees paid are non-refundable once commitments and purchases have been made. These refund 
policies will be communicated separately as they relate to individual activities. 

Financial Assistance is available for those in need of such assistance. Requests for financial assistance should be 
made directly to the Choir Director prior to the due date for the related fees. 

http://www.marshallhighschoolchoir.org/
http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
mailto:kmpierson@fcps.edu


Policies, Procedures and Expectations  

Mrs. Pierson’s Top 10 Rules of Singing:  

1. If you can’t solfege it and you speak the rhythm, you don’t know it  

2. Breathe with the vowel and the whole phrase in mind  

3. Raise repeated pitches  

4. Release consonants rhythmically  

5. Raise the pitch on a descending line  

6. Long notes go to next notes  

7. Support before you sing  

8. Listen louder than you sing  

9. Move your body as you sing. Singing is a physical activity! EMOTE! 10.Smile with your eyes 

and avoid tablet face. SMEYES!  

   

Performance Requirements  (Once it is deemed safe for in person performances) 

Performances are an extremely important part of music education.  Thus students are required 

to perform in each of the main choral department performances this year.  Plan ahead and mark your 

calendars! Call times will be announced at least two weeks in advance of a concert.  As previously 

stated, students will only be excused from a concert with a medical excuse from a doctor.  Birthdays, 

family functions, lack of transportation, sporting or extracurricular event, vacations, etc. are not valid 

excuses for missing a concert.  Missing a concert will result in a 50% for the student’s Summative 

Assessment.  If a student is sick or an emergency arises the day or a performance, a parent must call 

the choral office and leave a message (703-714-5452) or email the choir director.  The entire 

department works as a team; if you are not at a performance, the entire group is at a disadvantage.  If 

a concert absence is unexcused, the student may only earn up to 80 points by singing through their 

concert repertoire for the Choir Director. If a concert absence is excused, the Choir Director will 

determine what the student needs to do to make up the points missed for the performance.   

The official choir calendar is attached to this handbook.  Please take a moment to note all 

performances that are required and plan accordingly.  The calendar is subject to change and any 

changes will be announced as soon as possible.  As performance dates are added throughout the year, 

students will be notified within a reasonable amount of time to make necessary arrangements.  Unique 

cases will be dealt with on an individual basis.  Please check our website for the most current 

information about dates and performances.  

The calendar that is attached to this handbook outlines all of the Marshall Choir Concerts 

throughout the school year.  These are the required performances.  It also includes information about 

other events sponsored by the Virginia Music Educator’s Association.  Students are not required to 

participate in these other listed events.  These are optional for students who are interested and 

available. The Spring Trip, All District Choir, VMEA Honors Choir, and All State Choir all optional 

activities for students.  Other performance opportunities might be added, and you will be notified 

immediately.   

 



Rehearsal Requirements  

  

After-school and/or Learn rehearsals are a required part of the music department at Marshall.  

In order for students in various choral classes to practice together or with an accompanist, after school 

or Learn rehearsals are necessary. Dates will be announced at least two weeks in advance of any after 

school rehearsal.  

The week before a concert, there will always be at least one after school rehearsal. Please check the 

attached calendar, as well as the postings in the classroom to confirm these rehearsal and times.  

Students who are in danger of failing a core curriculum class must see the Choir Director upon receiving 

their progress report. She will then work with the core teacher to arrange an appropriate schedule for 

after school and/or Learn tutoring and choral rehearsals.  It is expected that students  realize 

maintaining strong grades in all classes will allow them the dedication necessary to participate in choral 

music.  

If a student must miss an after school or Learn rehearsal, he or she must notify Mrs. Pierson in writing 

at least 24 hours before rehearsal.  After reviewing, Mrs. Pierson will inform the student whether the 

absence has been marked excused or unexcused.  If a student misses a rehearsal without a pre-

arranged absence, Mrs. Pierson will meet with the student and determine if the absence is excused, 

and if it is, how they will make up the points.  If a student does not meet with Mrs. Pierson, the absence 

will remain unexcused.  This is the responsibility of the student. Mrs. Pierson reserves the right to 

remove a student from participation in any/all of the performance if that student is absent from the 

dress rehearsal of that performance.    

 

Fundraiser Expectations  

Throughout the school year, the GC Marshall Choral Boosters will sponsor fundraisers to help 

offset the costs of trips, uniforms, music, Spring Show etc. Students are strongly encouraged to 

participate. New regulations state that we cannot place money in individual student accounts.   

Expectation of Choir Parents  

  

Every parent is a member of the GC Marshall Choral Boosters.  We will have meetings 

throughout the school year to discuss fundraisers, trip coordinating, and other parent organizational 

needs.  These meetings are included in the attached Boosters Note.  Every choral parent is encouraged 

to volunteer at least once throughout the school year.  Various jobs include concert hospitality, 

fundraisers, chaperoning, uniform measuring, backstage help, food donation, etc.  Parent  

involvement in a child’s musical interest is crucial to a successful high school choral program.  Please 

email Nancy Reuscher at with how you would like to be involved.  

Concert Attire  

Students in the choir department must wear uniform attire for all performances.  Below are 

lists of uniform requirements for all students in the choir department.  Students will be measured in 

class in September for their concert uniforms.  The main uniform cost is part of the Required Choral 

Fee.   



  

 Option 1: School Assigned Choral Dress   

Plain Black Concert Shoes (dress flats only!)  

Statesmen/Camerata: Pearl necklace  

  

 Option 2: School Assigned Pants, Vest, Shirt, Tie  

Black Socks   

Black Dress Shoes—no boots, no sneakers, no sandals  

  

Students are expected to be fully dressed for every concert in order to participate.  Students 

who are not dressed correctly will not perform and will receive no points towards their grade for the 

quarter.  Students are to wear no jewelry  unless assigned.  Hair should be pinned back away from 

the face in a professional manner.  Mrs. Pierson reserves the right to determine if hair needs to be 

pinned. Students will be taught proper hair and makeup for choral performances at the beginning of 

the school year.  For each concert, those wearing a dress should wear mascara, blush, and neutral 

lipstick.  Choir is a theatrical performance and will be treated as such in a professional manner.   

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to the Marshall Choir Boosters! 

As a choir parents, you are automatically a member of the Choral Boosters! We invite 

you to join our endeavors this school year to ensure that your student is supported 

during their time in the choir program.   

The Choral Boosters supports the choral program and choir director, Kelli Pierson, by 

providing:  

● Volunteer coordination for Marshall Choir events  

● Funding for piano accompanists  

● Funding for guest clinicians and other instructional enhancement  

● Funding for educational trips/opportunities/guest performances  

● Supplemental funding for supplies, sheet music, and instruments  

● Funding for choir equipment (portable sound system, props, classroom needs, 

etc.)  

● Coordinating and funding social events for members  

● Providing dinner on concert nights  

● Assistance with uniforms  

 

Should we find out that we need financial support later on this year, we may request our usual 

donation of $25 from each family. However, we will NOT be asking for the donation at this 

time.  

GC Marshall Choral Booster Meetings Schedule  
All meetings will be held via Zoom. 

All parents are invited to attend meetings!  

Wednesday September 30th  

Wednesday November 18th 

Wednesday January 27th 

Wednesday Feb 17th 

Saturday April 17th (Choreography Day) 

Wednesday May 5th  

 

You can find out what's going on in the Marshall Choir by attending Booster meetings, visiting 
our website at www.marshallhighschoolchoir.org, following choir newsletters, and following 
@StatesmenChoir Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. For questions about the Boosters, 
please contact our president Nancy Reuscher at nancyreuscherme@gmail.com  

http://www.marshallhighschoolchoir.org/
http://www.marshallhighschoolchoir.org/
http://www.marshallhighschoolchoir.org/
mailto:nancyreuscherme@gmail.com


 
Calendar of Events 

 
Can be found at this Google Link- will be updated as schedules change. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A79mQkVRr8qwzw4kpon5-z3xuM43Z7Cw6UGcSvPq7v4/edit?usp=sharing

